fame 

rest 
nity, 
doc- 
s an 
at is 


the 


00, 


Vill 


his 


he 














Chuberzalist Magazine. 





Lk eaeae Toad 





owe 


9 te 8 SS ~ en 


PURDAYS, BY H. BOWEN, NO. 4, PROVINCE-HOUSE ROW, NEAR THE OLD SOUTH..$ 2,50 PER ANNUM -22, LF PAID IN ADV ANC§:. 





PUBLISHED SA’ 


—_— 
——— —— 


—_—_ 


VOL. Vi. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 1824, 


a _ -- - -- he as ote inaieaeah Seow coe 5 





FOR TUE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





ANNIHILATION. 
“ Bye nature's walk, shoot folly as u flies, 
And catch the manners, living, as they rise.” 
Though various subjects in theology have attracted 


the attention of christian writers, | know ofo subject 
iu dispute, which involves a deeper interest than the 





f 
final stale of the wicked. This subject transcends | 
every other disputed article among Christians, red 


‘like Aaron’s serpent, swallows up the rest.’ Some | 
have contended that all who die impenitent, will be 
banished trom the realms of enjoyment, and consigned 
to the regions of helpless, hopeless, interminable 





ruin. But the malevolence of this doctrine has heen | 
sensibly felt by most entighiened and pious Christ- | 
ians. Inopposiion to this repulsive doctrine, niany 
have advanced the sentiment of Universal Restera- 


tion. Others there are, who have rejected the dur- 


trine of endless misery, and not being prepared to 
embrace Universal Salvation, have adopted the doc- | 
trine of the annihilation of the wicked. ‘This senti-! 
ment has had several able advocates in Europe, and is | 
probably becoming popular among the Unitarians i 
New Fogland. Dr. Bancroft of Worcester has ad-| 
vanced and defended the doctrine of Annihilation in 
a volume of Sermous, published two years ago. The | 
Dr's work being before the public, is a suitable snb- | 
‘pet for animadversion. 

With all suitable deference to the standing and! 
talents of Dr. B., 1 will ofera few remarks epon the | 
subject. ThisI do with the more pleasure, as the 
Dre has exhibited the whole strength of the subject. 
He tells nshimselfthat he has given a compressed 
view ofthe arguments of several English divines of 
erent ability.*—Dr. B. objects to the dectrine of 
endless misery on the ground that it impeaches the 
character of God. But if endless misery impeaches 
iivine goodness, annihilation does, divine wisdom. 
!t supposes that God created intelligent beings, and 
endued them with capacities capable of endless im- 
provement and endless bappinese, but at Iast was 
under the necessity of striking them out of existence 
asso many wicurables. Aud does not this impeach 
the wisdoin of God? Does it not cither imply that 
he was unwise in giving them such capacities at first, 
ofthat he was unwise in extinguishing them at last ? 
lt is as difficult to reconcile annihilation with the 
wisdom, asendless misery with the goodness of God. 
But avnihilation impeaches the goodness of God as 
well as his wisdom. Dr. B. will certainly admit that 
the saints will enjoy endless happiness. ‘Those who 
are annihilated then, will be deprived ofendless hap- 
piness, that is, of an endless and infinite good. Now 
on the Dr’s system, is it not cruel and unjust in God 
to deprive his creatures of an infinite good, especially 
as he conteads that sin is only a finite evil ?+ Annihi- 
jation is founded on principles purely vindictive. 
Ifmen are punished for a limited period, and this 
punishment is not designed to reform them, the pun- 
ishment is eruel and vindictive. It rests upon the 
same foundation as endless misery. The Dr’s views 
therefore, are the same in principle, with those he 
opposes, and cannot be any better reconciled with 
the divine character. Ifa limited vindictive pauish- 
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See Bancroft’s Sermous, p. 407. 





mermons, p, G&G, 


' presumptive argument against its truth; for it is un- 
iFeasonnble to suppose that God would leave such 
an important truth supported only by doubtfull evi- 


‘are both quoted by Dr. B. to prove extinction of 


_ holds good in all cases. Every sol or person what- 


er : = SS 
ment can be reconciled with the character of Deity, this death. St. Paul in enumerating the sufferings 
then an eudless punishment founded on the same to which he had been exposed, said he had been oft 
principle can be thus reconciled. The Dr. maintains in deefhs, But did Pharaoh entreat Moses to take 
that endless misery is dishonorable to God, and as’ avuihilation from him, or did Paul mean that he had 
annihilation is the same in principle, that also must béen often annihilated? St. Pant uses the terms, 
be dishonorable toe the divine Being. Thus does an- death, die. &c. in many instances, where to under- 
vihilution oppose the wisdom and goodness of the stand them to mean annihilation, would make jargon 
Almighty. Of the passage. Thus he saith, “You hath he 

But the whole strength of the doctrine of annihi- ' quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
lation rests upon a few scripture expressions ; such |“ She that liveth in pleasure, is dead, while she 
as, death, destruction, burned up, perish, corruption, jliveth.” Jesus to the church of Sardis says, ** thou 
Sc. Ifthese terms ere not used in a sense strictly |livest, and art dead.” Death in these scriptures 
literal, Dr. B. acknowledges that annihilation is not cannot mean annihilation, but punishment, trouble, 
jor misery. The same may be said of the expression, 
* second death.” The simple phrase, second death, 
implies thatit Cannot mean annihilation. for no one 
will pretend that people will be /wice annihilated. 
Thesecond death is explained to signify the lake 
of fire and brimstone. Now we are told that certain 
characters will be cast into this lake of fire, and will 
be tormented there, but not annihilated. The second 


supported by scripture. The fact that annihilation 
rests only upon a few disputed words, is a strong 


dence. Asso much stress is laid upon these terms, 
| will give them a brief examination. 


1. We will inquire into the meaning of the words, 
a 4 re ‘bh . 
death, die, &e. ** The soul that sinneth, it sball death, therefore, like the first, dees not mean anni- 


° . tory . . : ; a j ’ art rT - sa seo 
die? ‘+The wages of sin is death.” ‘These texts hilation, but tronble, punishment; or misery. Many 
other passages might be cited to establizh this point, 


, ; M } ’ * , 
being. Buta moments reflection will convince any but itis thonght unnecessary, 


person of discernment, that they yield him no as- 
sistance. ‘** The soul that simneth, it shall ysl 
This language is general ; it does not apply to any!" '** 
. . a. 9 . . Pm a8 ' 
particular person, but expresses a prisciple which | criminals, not to reform them, bat to put them out of 
|existence. They are put to death as incurables, 
| But this analegy Letween human and the divine 
government will not hold good, untess we admit that 
| the divine government is no more perfect than human 
! “at ? © s én 2 ° 
for “‘ all have sinned, and come short of the glory | Sovernments are. What good earthly monarch would 
of God.” The other text is equally foreign to his | put his subjects to death, if he could easily reforn 
but the gift | them, and convert them to faithful subjects? But 


Dr. B. alludes to the old argument drawn from 
analogy, to prove the annihilation of the wicked, 
It issaid that haman governments inflict @eath upon 





ever, who commits sin, suail expérience this death, 
Does death in this passage mean annihilation? If so, 
every individual of Adam's race will cease to be; 


purpose. ‘* The wages ofsin is death ; 
of God is eternal life..? Now as all have sinned, | this argument from the analogy of human govern- 
it is clear from this passage, that all will receive the | ments, ifadmitted, would prove too much. Human 
But death here cannot | S°VeTmments sometimes pul men to death unjustly, 
and if we admit the argument, we must conclude 
that God will punish his creatures unjustly. 

2. We will endeavor to ascertain the import of the 


wages of sin, which is death. 
mean anpibilation, because nove will acknowledge | 
that a/i will be annihilated. If all are to be struck ; 


out of existence, [ demand, who will receive the gift 

of God, which is life eternal?- Now these texts, | Words, destroy, destruction, &¢. ‘ithe Lord addressing 
instead of supporting Dr. B's sentiment, go directly | people by the mouth of his prophet, says, “ O, 
to oppose it ; for they plainly show that the word, ; paneely Cae hast’ destroyed thyself; but in me is thy 
death, signifies nothing more than punishment or | telp- ' Wf destroy means annililation, how could 


A * 4s . | Isra K c ards? Avnj S ae 
misery. “Lis true the Dr. makes a distinction be-, Israel have help afterwards? Azain, he says, “ My 


tween this world and the next. He appears to admit | people are destroyed, for lack of knowledge,”t Here 
ar baeda wcsdle saaar Wk aid taconite alates tae learn that the term, destroy does not mean auni- 
this state ; but in the future he thinks they must hilation, bat troabie’ oF misery. Israel. were des. 
mean annihilation. But this arbitrary distinction troyed by » eeaeroeg bron a1 Wore tevetren a ernie 
will not benefit him in the least. In both the )pas- ye ij aA be ne eS ee ay 
vor tat chaos ¥ bene beam aleniien. hin. taped Thou turnest man to destruction ; and sayest, return, 
said that the sinner shall die. This death is men+|¥© eer ofmen.”f Destruction cannot mean an- 
ARS DPT RE iy Rg gad nihilation in this passage, for after men are destroyed, 

they are commanded to return to God. Agaiu, the 


passages must have one meaning only. It must mean ’ : 
annihilation, or something else. If it means anni-' psalmist says, God redeems our lives trom destruction.|| 


hilation, it proves, as we have already seen, vastly Will Dr. B. admit hose who are annihilated, will 
too much, and of course proves nothing ; and if it | *8*/" be brought into being? These passages are 
means something else, it istotally foreign to his pur- sufficient to fix the signification of destroy. It cer. 
pose. Dr. B. has no warrant tomake the same word, tainly cannot tignily annihilation ; consequently the 
in the same passage, mean sometimes misery, nad | Outen of Dr. B. ean have uo support frow { 
sometimes annihilation, as best suswers his purpose. ‘CT 
And unless he pursues this course, he can never | 3. The word perish is sometimes thought to favor 
annihilation, But the fact that this word is applied 


prove his favorite doctrine from these passages. , 

It is demonstrably evident that the word death fre-| to the righteous as well as to the wicked, destroys the 
quently signifies trouble or misery in the scriptures. argument in favor of annihilation. ‘The wise” wan 
When Pharaoh desired to be relieved from tle plague 


of the locust, he besought Moses to deliver him from 
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says ** there is a just man that perisheth in his righte- 
ousness.°* The prophet says, “the righteous perish, 
and no man layeth it to heart.”’t Here perish is ap- 
plied to the righteous, and nove will pretend that 
they are annihilated. 

4. We will endeavor to ascertain the meaning of 
the expressions, ‘ burned up,” ** burned,” &c. Un- 
Jer this head I shall notice only one passage, which, 
being the strongest, will supercede the necessity of 
remarking upon others. Malachi says, **the day com- 
eth which shall burn the wicked up ; tt shall leave 
them neither root nor branch.” || Although | am well 
persuaded that this passage has a local application, 
{ will wave the argument | might draw from hence, 
and proceed to show, that, let it apply to whom it 
may, it gives no support to the scheme 1 am opposing. 
By the immediate connexion we learn that the pas- 
sage does not countenance anuihilation. If the wic- 
ked are annihilated, they cease to be. They are 
nothing, and of course can be in no piace. But the 
prophet after the wicked are said to be burned up 
says, that the righteous shall tread them down, and 
they shall be as ashes under the foot of the righteous. { 
'tis evident therefore, that the wicked are not anni- 
hilated, for if they were not in existence, they could 
aot be under the feet of the righteous. 

The nature and design of this fire is described in 
he preceeding chapter. The prophet says, that 
Christ whose coming is here spoken of, “is like a 
refiner’s fire, and fuller’s soap ; and he shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and shall purify the Sons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 
may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness.” 
by this passage we learn that this fire which is to 
ourn up the wicked, instead of annihilating the un- 
‘ighteous, is topurify and save them. 

5. Dr. B. attempts to prove his scheme from the 
word, corruplion. St. Paul to the Romans says, the 
whole creation shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious tiberiy of the children of 
God.”? Upon this passage I will only remark, that 
if corruption does not signify annibilation in the pas- } 
rage, it cannot favor Dr. B. and if it does mean anni 
hilation, the wicked will not always be under its 
power as the Dr. supposes, for the whole creation will 
be delivered from it. I have now noticed the prin- 
cipal passages alleged by Dr. B. iu support of his hy- 
pothesis, and | trust it has been shown that they 
yield no assistance to that doctrine. 

3ut there are other difficulties which lie at the 
bottom of his theory. If all who die impenitent, 
are to be annibilated there can be no degrees of pun- 
ishments, which is directly opposed to the scripture 
account of retribution. Dr. Bb. has anticipated this 
ebjection, and attempted to remove it by saying, that 
men may be punished with different degrees of pain 
vefore they are annihilated. Eutthis is only contra- 


punishment ; itis only the punishment due to one FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAzing. 
sin and that the least. The Dr. is driven to this per- — 

' plexity to meet this objection, and this is tacitly giving Rev. Editors, 

up hissystem. Let him cease then to contend that, 


I bave read your valuable paper with carefy) atten 
‘annihilation is the punisltment due to the unrepen- | tion for some years, and have received much satiafac 


tant, when according to his own acknowledgment, it tion and instruction therefrom. I believe it to be 
is only a very small part of it. “managed with ability, impartiality, and candor, which 
There are expressions in the scriptures, which seem vrenderita vehicle of good sense and sound doctrine 
'to express cessation of being, as strongly at least as) Although lam ready to confess that your paper tas 
any term Dr. B. has quoted, and still all will allow | contributed much toward enlightening me in the lo- 
that they donot mean annihilation. "Thus it is said, } rious and heart-cheering doctrine of God, I find } hav 
|** Enoch walked with God, and was nol, for God took | not yet arrived at perfection in the science of Bites 
him.” In this passage, the expression, was not, is|truth. Enjoying a good opinion of your ability, and 
‘more expressive of extinction of being, than the terms confidence in your disposition to impart instruction to 
death, destroy, &c. and yet no one ever thought of | those that may be disposed to learn, I have summoned 
interpreting it to mean annihilation. |reeclution to ask you a few questions. Tread in the 
The wicked must either be endlessiy punished, an-' testimony of John that “the Father sent the Son tg 
nihilated, or restored. To prove one of these doc- | be the Saviour of the world.” I ask 
trines true, is to prove both of the others false. Now ist. In what sense or senses is Jesus Christ the § 
we have numerous passages which assert that all the | yior ofthe world? I know that the Calvinists = 
nations, the families, and the kindreds of the earth | lieve that Christ saves men from eternal: tel A 
shall be blessed in Christ ; that all nations shall wor- raed 








ship before God ; that all flesh shall see his glory and 
salvation ; that every knee shail bow, and every 
tongue confess the Lord; that all things shall be gath- 
ered together in Christ ; that the whole creation 


‘having suffered in their stead, the penalty of the holy 
jlaw of God which they had broken—and this for but 
a part of the offenders. But tome the scriptures do. 
jnet teach this docteine. Qn the contrary they de- 





licting what he has said elsewhere. ‘Those scriptures 
which he has cited to prove annihilation, represent | 
death, destruction, &c. as the whole punishment. 
‘They do not say the soul that sinneth shall be pun- 
ished for a season, and thea shall die. They repre- 
sent this death as the whole penishment, or the ful! 
wages of sin. But according to Dr. B. this death, o1 
annihilation as he understands it, is only a small part 
of the punishment. Those who have committed the 
smallest sin, and die-impenetent, will, on his system, 
be anuihilated. Annihilation then is the puniehment 
due tothe smallest sin. Ifa-person commit ten thou- 
sand crimes, he will be punished with seufferinz or | 
misery for all his offences but one, or till his euilt is 





reduced to a level with the smallest sin. Annhila- 
tion therefore, instesd of being the punishment due 
to the impenitent, isonly a very small part of that 





* Eccle. 7, 13. r Isa. 57, 1. i. NV 


|. Mai. 4, 1. 
§ verse, 3, 


shall | clare that God ‘* will by no means clear the guilty.” 
be delivered from corruptien; that sin, and even? __That he ** will reward every man according to his 


death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed ; that God) works.” Again, if Christ suffered in the room of a 
shall be all inall ; that as many as die in Adam, shall | part only, of the guilty, he cannot with propriety be 
be made alive by Christ ; that every creature in hea | cal’ed the ‘* Savier ofthe world.” Ifhe suffered in 
ven, on earth, and under the earth shall ascribe praise the room and stead of all men, and all men are not 
to God ; that the Lord will not contend forever, cast} finol!y saved, in my miad it makes him po more the 
off for ever, or be always wroth, for he is the Savioi lcs Savior of the world” than if he suffered but for a 
ofall men, especially of those that believe. These | part, and lost that part. To say that he is the “ Sa- 
passages and all others which go to prove the ‘*res- | vior of the world” | y saving man from punishment for 
titution of all things,”’ are so many direct proofs that i sin would be plainly contradictory to the word of God 
the wicked will not be annihilated. before cited, ** He will by no means clear the guilty.” 
Bat after all Dr. B. has said in favor of annihilution,|'T'o say that he is the “ Savior of the world” by 
it is difficult to tell what his viewsare upon the sub-! saving mankind from sin itself—the actual commission 
ject. At one time,* he insists that it would be dis-| ofcrime would be contrary to our own experience and 
honorable in God to threaten a punishment, and not| observation ; unless, however, man continues to com- 
inflict it. He maiatains that annihilation is threat-| mit sin in the next state of being, and Christ sets up 
ened upon the wicked, and the veracity of God is la schcol of discipline (here by which man will be te- 
pledged to execute it. Atanother time,t he tells us| formed and saved from sin i. e. 
that Adam was threatened with annihilation in case FFs 
of transgression, but that all men are redeemed from 
it by Jesus Christ. What our author means to convey !death before we are saved from sinning, if the 
by this, am unable to determine. Ifhe means that next world js to be no more dissimilar to the present 
Christ has redeemed all men from that very annihi-| than this doctrine represents it—because I see not 
lation which, he thinks, is now threatened upon the that it will be any betterfor us to commit sin and be 
wicked, then it is certain they will not suffer it, as 


{ ° 
‘punished out of the body than in it. Again, to say 
he frequently asserts. But if he means that all men that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world, by bring- 


were threatened with annihilation forthe sin of Adam, .ing * life and immortality to light through the gospel” 
but have been redeemed from it by Jesus Christ, then | suggests an important question viz. has he brought 
he must admit a transfer of guilt, and according to | life and immortality to lightto the world? 1 think 
his own assertion, the veracity of God is impeached ;/ we must answerno. It appears then that he must 
and | may add his own system is rencered extremely | fall equally short of being the ‘* Savior of the world.” 
doubtful, for ifmen have been redcemed from anni- | The question returas then, in what sense or senses is 
hilation once, when it was justly their due, they may | Jesus Christ the ** Savior of the world?” I have the 
be again, and thus his whole scheme is based upon | presumption to ask you one question more, viz. What. 
contingency. did the Saviour mean by the following words in what 

I have now closed what I had to offer upon Dr. |is commonly called ** the Lord’s prayer 2? * Jead us 
B’s defence of annihilation. Thongh L admire the | "ol info templation.”’ If St. James spake the truth 
candor and christian temper which the Dr. maintains | When he said ‘* God cannot be tempted with evil, 
throughout his treatise, | cannot but regard his rea-| "either tempeth he any man; 1 cannot discover the 
soning in defence of annihilation as inconclusive. In| propriety in praying tohim to ‘ lead us not into temp- 
writing these remarks, | have endeavored to avoid | tation ;” for this couveys the idea that there is danger 
whatever would be considered unfair or personal, || of God’s leading us into temptation, which contradicts 
now submit to the public, hoping they may promote | the assertion of James. Messrs. Editors, | assure you 
the interest of truth. C. HH. | that I am not disposed to cavil or find fault with the 
scriptures, but | wish to obtain as correct an under- 
standing of them as possible, and, as there has ap 
- {peared to me to bea contradiction in these passage*s 
pthbought | would ask you if they are both correctly 


rom the commission 
Butthat this is the case, lam not fully con- 
vinced, for Lam unable to discover the least utility in 








* pp. 389, 390. “+ pp. 416, 417. 
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From the Christian Repository. 
A NEW ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 
The rational cause of liberal christianity having 

taken deep and effectual root in the minds of many bre- 
thren, in the state of New Hampshire ; and these 
prethren being favored with the annual meetings of 
the General Convention but unfrequently, neither 
privileged with the sessions of the Eastern, Western, 
Northern, or Southern Associations, those being holden 
respectively in the adjacent states ; and being desi- 
yous to extend the principles and advance the pros- 
perity of Zion’s cause in that region; they were 
anxiously desirous that an association should be 
formed, the meeting of which should be holden within 
that State. 

Accordingly a number of ministering brethren con- 
ferred on the subject of this desired object aud decided 
in favor of an acquiescence ; Consequently, set apart 
the second Wednesday in June (1824) for this pur- 


pose. 
The society of Universalist brethren in Westmore- 


jand, (N. H.) by their early request, claimed that the 
first meeting be holden there ; accordingly, the fol- 
lowing ministering brethren assembled at the house 
of Nathan G. Babbitt, Esq. viz. ; Samuel C. Love- 
land, Robert Bartlett, Dolphus Skinner, and Lemuel 
Willis, and met in counsel, together with the brethren 
of that place, on the morning of the second Wednes- 
day,tomake arrangements for the order of divine 
services on that day, and consult on the expediency 
of organizing an association to be holden in that state, 
and proceeded to business, after invoking the blessing 
of Deity by brother Robert Bartlett, 

1. by choosing brother Samuel C. Loveland, Mode- 
rator. 

2. by choosing Br. Lemuel Willis, Clerk. 

3. Voted to organize an Association to be denomi- 
pated, The New Hampshire Universal Association. 

The public services were as follow: Ist. Introduc- 
tory prayer by Br. Samuel C. Loveland, sermon by 
Br. Lemuel Willis, from Luke xvi. 26; concluding 
Br. Dolphus Skinner. 2d. Introductory 
prayer, Br. R. Bartlett; sermon, Br. D. Skinner 
from Isa. xxv. 6, 7, 8; concluding prayer, Br. L. 
Willis. 3d. First Prayer, Br. D. Skinner ; sermon, 
Br. Samuel C. Loveland, from 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2; con- 
cluding prayer, Br. R. Bartlett. 


prayer, 


Met in council after public exercises, and voted to 
request the several universalist societies in this re- 
gion to represent themselves, in future, by delegates, 
as is usual in our general meetings.* 

Adjourned to meet again at Hancock, N. H. the 
recond Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1825. 
Prayer by Br. Samuel C. Loveland. 

LEMUEL WILLIS, Clerk. 





Beloved brethren of the same most precious faith 
with us, 

We ought not to consider that any labor of ours in 
the harvest of the great Redeemer is hard or unplea- 
sant, although as teachers and believers in general on 
the account of the systematic opposition ‘of eur oppo- 
nents, We must expect to subject ourselves to many 
things disagreeable, or what would be as such if it 
were not for the extreme satisfaction that every faith- 
ful servant feels in having done his duty, although 
arduous. Itis our duty, having enlisted under the 
great captain ofour salvation, to fight valiantly, but 
not with carnal weapons. Shoulda Goliath approach, 
letus go to the brook proceeding from the mountain 
ofthe Lord’s house, aud there extract a few smooth 
‘tones. Do the spotted leopards of our enemies’ 
Camps prowl about us? Let us remember the Lion 
vi the tribe of Judah. He has prevailed to open the 
book, given as arule and guide to our faith and prac- 


‘ * It was the intention of the brethren to have had 
this Association represented in the General Conven 
ion, but through inadvertence there was no vote talk | 
€n to that purpose. 
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that the brightness of his glory which arose in the 
east, may attain to the south, extend to the west and 
elsewhere until darkness and error shall be extermi- 
nated from the whole creation. 


LEMUEL WILLIS, Clerk. 
— > ao 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


THE REV. MR. M’CALLA. 


The public attention has, for some time, been ex- 
cited by the movements of this gentleman, in Phila- 
delphia. We have seen an account of his challeng- 
ing the Rev. Mr. Kneeland to a public debate on the 
question whether the doctrine of endless misery be 
true; of Dir. Kneeland’s acceptance; of the 
debate which was continued from day to day, until 
discontinued by mutual consent. We are further cer- 
tified by what Mr. Kneeland has since published, 
that neither he nor his friends were in any degree 

convinced that the doctrine of endless misery is a doc- 
| rine of divine revelation ; but contrary to this, we 
understand that it is their opinion that the challenger 
-wasnever able to substantiate any thing which is 
' essentiai to his doctrine, nor refute a single proposi- 
: tion which is necessarily connected with the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation. As much as the foregoing is 
‘ well understood by many. 

When I was at Hartford, Conn. last week, to attend 
thededication of anew universalist meetinghouse,inthat 
City, and the installation of the Rev. Mr. Bisbe, 1 had 
the pleasure of seeing, among other faithful brethren, 
the Rey. Mr. Mitchell, fromthe City of New York. 
He showed me a letter which he had recently re- 
ceived, from the Rev. Mr. M'Calla, of Philadelphia. 
which informed Mr. Mitchell, that Mr. M-Calla had 
beaten Mr. Kneeland off from the strong delusion of 
universalism, and that he wished to wait on Mr. 
Mitchellin New York for the purpose of publickly 
refuting him, and of convincing his congregation. 
When this letter was read in Hartford, I told Mr. 
Mitchell that, it confirmed me in the opinion to which 
I was inclined on reading this clergyman’s challenges, 
which were addressed to Mr. Kneeland in Philadel- 
phia; which was, that from some cause, the man was 
not exactly in his right mind. I think Mr. Mitchell 
and others, of good judgment, agreed with me on 
this subject. 

The evening that I arrived in Boston, I received the 
following letter, which sufficiently corroborates the 
opinion which | had before formed, of Mr. M‘Calla’s 
m_sfortune. 








LETTER. 
Philadelphia, August 13, 1624. 
Rev. Sir, 

I have recently had adebate in public with Rev. 
Abner Kneeland, and as the public generally have 
concluded, have completely beaten my opponent. | 
am now desirous sit of breaking a lance with you upon 
some other tenet of the Universalists, such as may 
mutually be agreed upon, and should like to com- 
| mence the same in some public place in your City, ei- 
_ther your house of worship or some City hall as soon as 
| possible. — Will you, sir, favor me with an early reply 
to this, directed to No. 69, North 3d street. For my 
character asaman of learning, | refer you to Rev. 
Dr. Wilson, and Rev. Dr. Ely, whose sanctin in the 


present challenge has been obtained in writing. 
W. L. M‘CALLA. 


REMARES. 


The reason why I publish this letter and give the 
foregoing information is, by no means, to injure Mr. 
M‘Calla, bat to prevent, what 1] am very coniident 








tice, and a lamp to cur path. And finally God grant | 











given ; viz. insinuations that Mr. Mitchell of 
York, and Mr. Ballou of Boston, have neither of them 
confidence or courage to meet this man-in public 
debate, respecting the doctrine of universal salva- 
tion. 

If Mr. M‘Calla was perfectly sane, he would know, 
that if he had beaten Mr. Kneeland, in such a way 
as to do any good, Mr. Kneeland or his friends, or 
both would acknowledge it ; for what good does it do 
to refute one in error, unless he, by some means, can 
find itout? But, if he really believes that he has 
convinced the Universalists of Philadelphia, that the 
doctrine of endless punishment is a doctrine of divine 
revelation, ifhe had his reason, would he not know 
that there isno need of any, further public despute, 
but that to publish these convincing argumeuts, which 
have settled the great question in Philadelphia, would 
silence universalism where ever they should be read ? 
But he wishes to dispute with me on some other tenet 
of universalism ; as ifafter he had disproved the doc- 
trine in the gross, it becomes necessary to refute it by 
taking its items in detail ! 

But after all, if lhave not judged correctly,and Mr. 
M‘Calla is just what he thinks he is ; and if the Rey. 
Doctors, to whom he refers are in earnest and acting 
understandingly in this matter, then I would say, let 
them accompany their champion to Boston and stand 
by him while he shall publicly refute the doctrine of 
God’s universal, impartial goodness, and prove that 
the God ofall grace is unmercifully cruel, and I will 
engage, when all this is dane, to give up my hope in 
divine mercy, and join these Rey. divines in the doc- 
trine of despair. But before this, | promise to use my 
feeble powers tothe utmost in defence of the gospel. 

HOSEA BALLOU. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


ANOTHER UNIVERSALIST 
EXCOMMUNICATED. 


Joseru ATKINS, a young gentleman, of Cambridge- 
port, Mass. has recently been excon:municated from 
the Baptist Church in that place, of which Rev. Bra 
Jacoss is pastor, for believing the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation. It is but a few months since he was 
baptised. Not long since he visited the town of Glou- 
cester, where his relations live. While there, his lib- 
eral and inquiring mind would not permit him to lese 
the benefit of public service on the sabbath; and as 
there was no Baptist Meeting-house in the vicinity, he 
attended public worship with the Universalists. This 
perhaps induced him to read the Scriptures with more 
attention, and he came home more than half convinc- 
ed of the truth of the doctrine of Universalism. He 
continued to read the Bible with a more determined 
resolution to exercise his own judgment thereupon.— 
The result was as we might reasonably expect, he be- 
came very suspicious that the creed he had embraced 
in his moments of terror was fundamentally erroneous. 
He apprehended what would be the consequence of an 
avowal of the state of his mind; but, said he to the 
author of this article, hypocrisy appeared so mean and 
wicked to me that I could not forbear. Pe conversed 
with a male member of the church, who is some ad- 
vanced in years, and questioned him respecting some 
passages of scripture, but could get no satisfaction 
from him. He said he never permitted himself to rea- 
son upon such subjects, It did no good. And al- 
though he was so old a professor, he could not explain 
many parts of the scriptures. It now flew with rapid- 
ity that this young man had changed his views, and in 
a short time came to the ears of the minister, who soon 
requested him, and another young church member 
nearly in the same condition to come to his house, It 
was about this time that these two young men called 
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minister accerding to his request ;—to go as humble 
inquirers after truth, and to entreat him, as their spir- 
itual teacher, to give them some satisfaction. A pas- 
sage of scripture which, among many others, they said 
they could not reconcile with the creed they had em- 
traced, is that in Paul’s first epistle to Timothy— 
“ Ged will hare all een to be saved.” Tell your min- 
ister, said I, that you are young men whose object is 
truth; that you are willing, yea anxious to receive in- 
struction from him, and that you wish him to teil you 
how Paul's declaration, “* God will have ALL MEN 
Yo be saved”? can be reconciled with the thought that 
€iod, by aa irrevocable decree, has fixed in eternal 
sin and misery the fate of many of the human race ; 
and ask him how you can reconcile with this doctrine 
the immutable oath of God, * I hare sworn by mysel/, 
ihe word has gone out of my mouth in righteousness 
and shal! not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, 
every longue shall swear.” 

lembraced the opportunity of this visit of these 
young gentlemen to me to question them with respect 
to the means which were used to prevail on them to 
join the church. I did this because I had thought that 
those who were converted, as it is called, were prose- 
lyted either by importunity, or fear, or flattery. 1 was 
informed that they were first inclined to a melancholy 
state of mind, which was, as they supposed, the con- 
sequence of attending private meetings so frequently, 
and especially in the evening. ‘That the members of 
the church would persuade them to stop after meet- 
ing; would wish to know the state of their minds; 
would wish them to tell their experience ; would tell 
of the very great danger of those who were not con- 
verted as they had been; would persuade them to 
give themselves up entirely to the spirit of God, and 
not trust to carnal reason, &c. &c. They were thus 
urged on step by step; and one of them now 
declares, that although he then read the bible more 
than ever he had before, he always did it with a pre- 
judgment, and affixed opinion that a part of the world 
must be eternally damned. When they told how they felt 
in their minds, the church members would say they had 
felt the same; it was a sign that the spirit was at 
work in their hearts. Persevere, persevere, said they, 
and much like this. 

But to proceed with the narrative. They waited 
upon the minister, and asked him questions respecting 
those passages of scripture before pamed. He attempt- 
ed to answer a few, -ina very unsatisfactory way, but 
quickly said, ‘1 will not enter into any argumeut, mor 
have any controversy with you, for you have no part 
vor lot iv the matter. I think now that you meant to 
deceive us, in the first place. If you have not been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, hell will be 
your doom.’? We may judge what satisfaction a rea- 
sonable mind could get from such conversation. At 
last achurch meeting was holden. The young man 
whom we have named was asked what he believed. He 


answered frankly, he believed in Christ as the ** Savior 


ofthe world.”? Hie was proceeding to offer some rea- 
sons for his betief, but he was given to understand that 
they would have no argument upon the subject. He 
was requested to retire. Ina day ortwothe minister 
called on him, and, asa committee appointed for the 
purpese, informed him be was excommunicated from 
the church. Ile asked the reason why he had been 
excommunicated, aud the miuister informed him it 
was because he did not submit to believe as the church 
did, and because he attended the meetings of other de- 
nowunatious. No fault was found with bis moral char- 
octer, and we infer that the church had nothing against 
Lim in this respect, for they were willing to keep him 
tathe church, if be would renounce universalism. 
Now let the public look at this excommunication. 
‘love isa young man, who by reading the Bible agreea- 
Lily to the advice of the church to which he belongs isled 


z 


‘odoubtthe truth) ofa doctrine he had embraced. Ue 


‘ . . | 
‘ey oughtto take. [advised them to wait upon their 


hie = ae ee 


a 


Amidst the gloom, the welcome rays, 
\\ ith cheering lustre shine, 

And open to her ardent gaze, 
A world of bliss divine. 


ee ee ; | 
soes tothe older members of the church for information | 
and satisfaction, but gets none. He at last goes to eh 
minister, and with sincerity aud independence asks | 
questions concerning the scriptures. ‘ihe minister | 
. 8 ter 3 . nil} bare . “ers 7 Pp . 
refuses to answel these. * wel hare no controversy | The yawning gulf, that howl’d beneath, 
with you,” saidhe. What else could this young man | Has ceas’d its angry roar, 
{ - . ‘or > .  —_—_ _ . \ : mt rea : ; 
} have done and been sincere ? Was not his conduct in} The surging waves have spent their force, 


And died upon the shore. 











}this perfectly upright and commendable? Why did | 
| not his minister apswer his questions? He invited the | Far, in the distance, Faith beholds 
| young man to his house for the purpose of Srnveres } A flood of heav’nly light, 

with bim ; and the opportunity was gladly embraced ; | Now spreads her pinions, and directs, 
but lo! when he asksa question respecting man’s final | Tow’rd heav’n. her ardent flicht. 
salvation, instead of a candid answer he hears, ** J will | ‘rs 
kave no controversy wilh you!” In him we see his 
principle struggling against his fears, and the authority | 
and importunity of the church to which he belonged.— 
But at lasthe is excommunicated from a body pro-! 
fessing to be achurchof our Lord Jesus Christ. Aud 
for what? Because he believes that Jesus Christ is; 
the Savior ofthe world. Thisisjust what he is said, 
tobe in scripture. Johnsays, ** We have seen, and do | 
testify thal the Father sent the Sen to be the Savior of = 
the world.” I.John iv. 14. ‘** We have heard him | 
vurselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the 
Savier of the world.” John iv.42. This young man 
now says that his present views of the extent and be-| See: seein 
nefit of Christ’s mission, are admirably expressed in | SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 

the following words: ‘ He is the propiliation for our | ie Sf treats ie EF wg Se 

suns ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins rs Pete sy or ap Siege seve? was formed 
the whole world.” 1 Jobnii.2, He iat aa shia at Faunton, Mass. the 2Ist day July last, by the name 
in the Salvation of less nor more than is here stated— 
* The whole world.’ He told the church a few mi- 
| nutes before his excommunication that he belicved in 
Christ asthe ** Savior of the world,” and that if he 
| was excommunicated, it would be for that, which no 
one took pains to deny. While I write, | marvel at} 
my thoughts, that a professediy christian church should | 
do all in their power to give a young man to the devil, | erage ce : : ; s 
because he believed Jesus Christ is just what one of his | rs pane ro 50m pinaes her cance Chin Snek Sopennves 
own apostles called him. Audhe is called a heretic. . renee ppg eg pti 1. Se: Se neem ines 
and excommunicated assuch. Now, in behalf of this song tong : gee i be pa ania member " = oe 
yooug man, I carry up hisappeal to the public’s de-. ican Academy of Arisand Sciences, and likewise of the 
cision. Ifhe be an heretic ior believing this, was not! 

the apostle an heretic? aud ought not that church im- 
mediately to renounce his authority entirely ? 


Far, far beyond this nether world, 
Where sin and sorrow grow, 

She seeks and finds that endless rest, 
Where joys perpet’al flow. 

Joyful, my soul shall follow too, ? 
To reach that blissful scene, 

When e’er my Father bids me come, 

Nor heed the guif belween. J. Frieze. 


Gintversalist Magasine. 


Boston, Saturday, ug. 28, 1824, 

















of the First Universalist Society in Taunton. They 
chose their officers on the 2bih, to serve until the an- 





nnal meeting, which is to be holdeu in September next. 
_—Another Seciety has recently been formed in Paw- 
tucket, by the name of the Virst Universalist Society 
in Pawtucket, R. 1.—Christ. Lel. 

Degree of Doctor of Laws.-—Gen. Lafayette receiv- 
ed the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws at Harvard 


American Philosophical Society.— Gas. 
Montreal, ugust 11.—Oo Friday last, a passenger 
on board tne steam boat plying from the foot of Cur- 
rent-street Mary to Lougueil, from motives of curiesi- 
From what I have seen | am led to believe, that if | ty, to inspect the machienery, thrust his body too far, 
this young man had stifled his conscience and his jn- Whe» part of the works laying hold oj him, in a mo- 
quir:es, and been silent upon the subject of Universai ment severed hus head from the bady, 
Salvation, he might have remaiued in the church. |). aay vee tt poser eee — ec 
my mind, there is no doubt of it. If this be true, it, orbit aa ie Promega ae 
shews that the church would prefer to fellowship an , 
abominable hypocrite rather than one who testified— | 





6s ah he Fati he S <a Erratum, in our last week's paper. In the last col- 
that the father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the | umn of the Biographical Sketch of Dr. Cogan, for “till 
, world.” However, let the public judge respecting this. ja moment before his death,® read * till a month be- 
/What to me appears the most lamentable about this fore his death.” ; 

matter is—that the church should think it right to ex- 
communicate a member for believing in Christ as an UST teceived and for sale at this Office, A Ser- 
Universal Saviour. Iam sorry for them; and I pray }j ia a oe Spring Season of the Gospel. By 
God may conviuce them that this is wron i ielleadanabaai ’ 
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The young man will not be inj : = ye Wa pee eee er see PR Ere 
injure : ; ; 

Pk Pies Jt d by this excom-} Cash received on account of the Universalist Magazine. 

‘munication. He suffers reproach in good company, as , 


‘any one may see by looking at 1 Tim. iv. 10. It is so rg Fg Lepaarsnacgye we bs ; 6 
| seldom members of churches are dismissed for bad con- Mr. S. Sandford Med si Nass, 2 Gu 
| duct, that these excommunications hurt no one but the | Mr. L. Smita, Spencer, Mass. 2 00 
| churches themselves. He who is dismissed for rigidly P. Tafts, Esq. Cambridgeport, Mass. 2 00 
adhering to principle, has the approbation of is ies hide pp stacks Sara ho ia 
i diateiih ieee Sete thot Tucine Weliccinsian Mr. E. Chamberlain, Vernardston, Mass. 2 OU 


Mr. D. Phipps, 


Hopkinton, Mass. 
P. 8. What has been dene to the other young man, | Bond & Fames, 


Wilmington, Mass. 
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we do not yet certainly know. Mr. J. P. Briggs, Newton, Mass. OU 
P. Hunt, Esq. Milford, Mass. 2 00 

Mr. A. Madden, do. Ow) 
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N. Raggles, Deq. do. 00 





BYDIN. 
Iligh, on the mountain's tow’ring head, 
While darkness veils the sky, 


| Faith stands, and through the stormy cloud, 
Directs her anxious eye. | 


Mr. R. Winslow, Roxbury, Mass. 

Mr. T. R. Shepard, Stoughton, Mass. 

Mr. L. Jacebs, Hingham, Mass. 

H. B.& W. Sampson, Duxbury, Mass. 

Mr. Wm. Whittemore, Charlestown, Mass. 
HENRY BOWEN. 
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August 28, 1824, 




















